
HATFIELD BROAD OAK ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
6 March 2024 

 
Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting for Hatfield Broad Oak on Wednesday 6th March 

2024 commencing at 19:00. 

Minutes to be confirmed at the following years Annual Parish Meeting 

 

 

1. PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN WELCOME  

The Chair of the Parish Council, Cllr Mark Strutt, was present and therefore chaired the meeting.  

Cllr Strutt welcomed those present, of which there were 24 members of the public.  

 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Apologies for absence were received from District Cllr Geoff Driscoll, History Society, Village Hall 
and St. Mary’s Church Wardens.  

 

3. PREVIOUS MINUTES  

The minutes of the 2023 Annual Meeting held on 31 May 2023 were presented and asked if they 
were a true record. They were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair of the Parish 
Council.  

A statement was read out on behalf of a resident who was unable to attend but wished to raise 
some concerns regarding the 2023 minutes – Attached as Appendix 1 

To accommodate Ruth from St. Mary’s C of E Primary School – Reports from Village 
Groups/Organisations was momentarily moved forward. 

 

4. REPORTS FROM VILLAGE GROUPS/ORGANISATIONS 

St. Mary’s C of E School – Ruth Baugh, Head Teacher, gave a verbal report stating the following:  

Ruth has been at the school for nearly 2 years and is working hard to reintegrate the school with 
the community and build bridges. Renting out the School Hall to the Parish Council supports the 
school and helps with funding. The school is a lovely and ideal setting with beautiful grounds and 
facilities. The number of children attending has steadily dropped over the years from 120 children 
to the current number; 54. The school are actively working to try to build numbers back up and 
there are some positive signs that this is working. Namely last year there were 23 applications for 
Early Years entry and 17 this year. The school are developing the curriculum and integrating a 
Forest School programme with a specified leader so that children can have weekly forest school 
sessions. Costs and budgets are very stretched by mainly fuel and staffing costs. The school 
would like to update the ICT equipment and rely heavily on the PTA and 10k Race which keep the 



school alive and going. A request was made for marshals and volunteers for the 10k Race. County 
Cllr Barker gave information for where to apply for some left-over grant money.  

 

Returned to County and District Councillors Reports  

 

5. REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Country Cllr – Susan Barker gave a verbal report stating the following:  

The precept has risen by 3.99% due to the increasing needs from social care and children in care. 
Specifically the transport costs for children who have a special ‘Education, Health and Care Plan’ 
(EHCP) who have to travel great distances to access the most suitable school for their needs. The 
budget for transport costs has been increased from 35 million to 50 million due to the pressures.  

Currently there is a local members input scheme where a Councillor is allocated a Highways 
Team for a week and can, with the suggestions of the residents in the local area, nominate a 
residential road that needs to be repaired. Cllr Barker asked for those who had suggestions of a 
road in need of repair to email pictures and explanations of where the repairs are needed so she 
can line up a team for the work.  

A resident asked what could be done about speeding in the village. They stated a group of 5 
residents had carried out a petition around Hammonds Road and Barnfield in a bid to lower the 
speed limit. This petition gained 120 names and signatures. Cllr Barker explained for Highways to 
fund a flashing speed sign, a speed survey would have to be carried out whereby speeding was in 
excess of 10mph over the speed limit. If it failed to show an excess of 10mph over the speed limit, 
the sign would have to be self-funded. If the petition was passed on to the Clerk of the Parish 
Council, an application which when endorsed by Cllr Barker, could be submitted to Highways for 
consideration.   

 

6. REPORT FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 

Chair of the Parish Council – Mark Strutt read the report attached as Appendix 2 

 

7. REPORTS FROM VILLAGE GROUPS OR ORGANISATIONS 

The following reports were read out by the Clerk of the Parish Council as the representatives were 
unable to attend:  

1. Village Hall – Maureen Geddes report attached as Appendix 3 

2. Shindō Shodō Kai– Stephen Grayston report attached as Appendix 4  

3. Hatfield Regis Local History Society – Mark Ratcliff report attached as Appendix 5 

4. Heath Players – Mark Ratcliff report attached as Appendix 5 

5. Table Tennis – Mark Ratcliff report attached as Appendix 5 

 



Spokesperson for the HBO 10k Race – Keith Artus gave a verbal report starting the following: 

The 10k Race were continuing to look for marshals and volunteers to help at this years upcoming 
10k Race which is a large and vital source of fundraising for many village groups and 
organisations. Adverts will be placed in the village magazine and to please reach out if you would 
like to volunteer.  

Keith Artus also mentioned in his role as Councillor to Parish Council that the Neighbourhood 
Plan will be handing out the Neighbourhood Plan Survey this weekend. Surveys will either be 
collected or can be dropped off in a post box that will be mounted to the school gates.  

 

HBO Friday Club – Barry Toogood gave a verbal report attached as Appendix 6 

 

Walking group and United-in-Kind Coach – Christine Chester gave a verbal report stating the 
following:  

Walking group meet on a Tuesday and Saturday. There is a WhatsApp group where those who wish 
to walk together message each other. Tuesdays walk is typically 1 hour while the Saturday walk is 
typically a longer walk.   

As a United-in-Kind coach, Christine is there to help reduce loneliness and encourage/help 
organisations to start something new or just to spread kindness. There are current links with the 
school and church including a coffee morning, and a warm space café in the Village Hall on a 
Wednesday.   

 

Friends of St. Mary’s and St. John’s – Clive gave a verbal report stating the following:  

The fundraising group started in 1988. In the early days of the group, they managed to raise £250k 
in 4 years and a further 5 years later raised this to £500k. This was used for the running and repairs 
of the Churches. Unfortunately, it is now a struggle to get anywhere close to raising a similar 
amount. Friends of St. Mary’s and St. John’s host the Bonfire Night and BBQ in addition to the 
Christmas Tree Festival. Quizzes also help to raise a bit of money, but they are always looking for 
more volunteers to help in whatever way possible.  

 

Representative of the Cricket Club – Anthony Challis gave a verbal report stating the following:  

The cricket club is currently in good standing with a confirmed 24 fixtures this year. They are 
working with the school to create an opportunity for an after-school cricket club.  

 

Treasurer and secretary of St. Mary’s Church – Kerry Steadman gave a report stating the following: 

Gratitude was expressed to the Friends of St. Mary's and St. John's for the replacement flag. 
However, funding remains a significant challenge, with reliance solely on grants and raised funds. 
Monthly expenses, including a £500 insurance fee, strain the budget, while the impending 
retirement of Dawn, the vicar, necessitates finding a replacement. Increased community support 



in 2023, including a WI grant, was noted. There is pressure this year to raise approx. £30k for the 
Parish Share – to pay clergy’s, curates and their homes. Fundraising events like art exhibitions and 
the Flower Festival are major sources of funding for the year in addition to the grants supplied by 
the Parish Council for the monthly magazine printing costs and entertainment for the Flower 
Festival itself. Dwindling numbers and finances highlight the urgency for volunteer support. A 
suggestion was made to charge a small fee for the monthly magazine, as is common among other 
parish churches who produce monthly magazines, but this was met with resistance internally. 

 

Gentleman’s Club - Tessa Pemberton on behalf of Oliver Pemberton gave a verbal report 
attached as Appendix 7 

Gatherings are soft and friendly. Currently take place on the third Wednesday of the month at 
11:30 in the Duke’s Head. 

 

Walking Football Club - Norman gave a verbal report stating the following:  

The walking football club was set up approximately 7-8 years ago. They play every Sunday 
morning at 9:30am, except bank holidays, on the Village Green, weather permitting. The main 
motto is fun first and football second. The minimum age to join is 50 years old. A mention was 
made that the 10k Race donation really helps and as such a logo of the 10k Race was added to 
the Walking Football Club Shirts.  

 

Preschool/Under 5s/Toddler Group – Fiona Copping gave a verbal report stating the following: 

Emphasis was made to the preschools hidden gem status, with excellent facilities and dedicated 
staff, despite facing challenges due to a declining student population. The group relies heavily on 
fundraising to cover basic expenses like electricity and staff salaries, running at a loss without 
sufficient funds. Efforts are focused on developing outdoor areas through fundraising. Publicizing 
events is crucial for school promotion, and the toddler group's success is attributed to its unique 
offering that is not available in nearby villages. A plea for support through promotion or 
volunteering was made. Collaboration with the school is underway to address the challenges.  

 

Youth Football – Mark Strutt gave a verbal report stating the following:  

The Youth Football program, established in 2010 with eight current teams. There's a positive 
turnout on practice days, and exciting news was shared about running a tournament on the same 
weekend as the Flower Festival. The tournament will consist of four mini tournaments with eight 
teams each playing five-a-side matches. Refreshments will be available from the flower festival, 
and there are plans for an after-school club. Around 60 to 70 people are currently registered with 
the Football Association for the program. 

 

 

 



Women’s Institute – Sue Brown gave a verbal report stating the following:  

The Women’s Institute, which convenes every first Tuesday is seeking younger members to join. 
Cake and tea are provided during meetings, and efforts are made to support the church through 
coffee mornings. A grant was donated to improve the communal area in the church. There was a 
plea for younger members to join, emphasising there's no age limit to join. Additionally, men are 
welcome to participate, with many visitors attending. A grant from the Parish Council has been 
utilised for community purposes. 

 

Ch'aun Chang Do Kung Fu – Mark Strutt gave a verbal report stating the following:  

Ch'aun Chang Do Kung Fu Club was established in 1993. The program caters to both juniors, aged 
over 7, and seniors, aged over 16. Meetings are held on Thursday evenings at the scout hut, with 
junior sessions from 6 to 7 pm and senior sessions from 7 to 8:30 pm. All abilities are welcome, 
whether participants are seeking fitness or self-defence skills. 

 

7. PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 

A discussion took place which focused on the need for funding for projects in the village such as 
the Flower Festival. A proposal was made to hold events like a dance during the flower festival to 
raise funds which was popular in previous years. However, the lack of volunteers posed a 
challenge, with concerns raised about burnout among those consistently volunteering. 
Suggestions were made to potentially organise charity balls and seek assistance from volunteers 
at Stansted airport. Another proposal involved hosting a joint "throw a party" fundraiser to benefit 
the church, school, and preschool, with entry fees and refreshment sales contributing to the 
cause. 

During the meeting, confusion arose when parishioners started conversing among themselves, 
prompting the Chairman to announce the meeting's closure and express gratitude for 
attendance. However, another parishioner indicated they had not yet voiced their concerns, 
leading to the continuation of the discussion. It was emphasised that the Parish Meeting is an 
ancient tradition allowing parishioners to discuss and vote on issues. Suggestions were made to 
include more diverse groups and to differentiate the meeting from Parish Council gatherings by 
refraining from including the Parish Council's name on paperwork. 

Several public rights of way applications were discussed during the meeting. Firstly, there were 
talks about paths on the Village Green, with considerations about the long-term ownership 
potentially reverting to the landowner after 80 years. Additionally, there were proposals to open a 
footpath from the churchyard to the water meadows, enhance a recreation ground footpath for 
safer access by school children, aiming for a permanent pathway to mitigate mud and ensure 
safety. The maintenance of Ann Lees path, currently undertaken by the county council, was also 
discussed, with suggestions for volunteer or Parish Council involvement, particularly outside bird 
nesting seasons to avoid ecological disruption. 

A query was raised regarding opinions on construction on the village green. The response was 
relatively brief, with little elaboration, aside from mentioning that a pavilion would be desirable 
and perhaps a coffee station could be considered. 



A discussion centred around the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee, also referred to as the 
Steering Group, took place with queries seeking clarification. It was clarified that the committee 
would consist of 3-5 core members along with additional volunteers. Further details regarding 
the composition of the steering group and its terms of reference will be documented in the 
minutes of the Parish Council meeting. Emphasis was placed on the importance of ensuring 
representation from all areas of the village, with plans for extensive surveys and consultations to 
involve the entire community. Concerns were raised about the perceived rush in the process; 
however, this is attributed to the urgency of spending grants by the end of the financial year due 
to funding constraints. Volunteers were enlisted to conduct survey drops in manageable 
sections. A drop-in session is due to take place on March 16th from 4pm – 7pm in the school hall 
to discuss the survey and help complete it.  

A query arose regarding the potential recording of future Annual Parish Meetings. Opinions were 
divided among residents, with some expressing indifference towards recording, believing that 
those interested would attend the meeting rather than listen to recordings. Subsequently, a vote 
was conducted on the matter, with only a minority of six votes in favour of recording future Annual 
Parish Meetings. 

 

The meeting closed at 21:32. 

 

Signature of the Chairman…………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Date……………………………………………………… 
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APPENDIX 2 – CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 









 

 

 



APPENDIX 3 – VILLAGE HALL  

 

 



APPENDIX 4 – SHINDO SHODO KAI  

 

 



APPENDIX 5 – HATFIELD REGIS LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY, HEATH PLAYERS, TABLE TENNIS 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 6 – FRIDAY CLUB 

 



 

 

 



APPENDIX 7 – GENTLEMAN’S CLUB  

 


